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 For the most part, predominantly white universities are considering and 

attempting to determine avenues in which to attract African American and Hispanic 

students. Studies show that overall underrepresented minority student enrollment rates 

have improved over the last few years considerably reducing the gap with white students 

(Hudson, Aquilino & Kienzl, 2005). However, graduation rates have not improved 

proportionately (Boesel and Fredland 1999; Smith 1995, 1997; Carey, 2004). This study 

examines enrollment and retention of African American and Hispanic students. The 

presentation will focus on findings regarding (a) the issues related to minority student 

college retention and dropout; (b) the views of minority students regarding dropout; (c) 

the reasons why students transfer; and (d) reasons why students choose not to enroll 

initially. The results found in this study could be used to impact existing programs that 

are intended to increase retention and enrollment. Conclusions drawn from this study 

could be generalized to other institutions of higher learning. 
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