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ABSTRACT 

   

  This paper provides and overview of the doctoral research process and presents a 

discussion of strategies and practices for dissertation chairs that lead to both student success and 

program completion. An overview of the doctoral dissertation process is presented by chapter 

emphasizing the importance of clarity and alignment throughout the dissertation. Additionally, a 

number of helpful strategies are presented. These include discussion of alignment threads, 

dissertation chapter outlines, editorial support, communications, time management, committee 

composition, the IRB process and instrumentation issues. Finally, a discussion of strategies for 

post-graduation publication of dissertation research is presented.   
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